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York  and  Hartford,  he ' s 
Maybe  you  heard  him  on 


"Weekday"  from  New  York  earlier  this  week.    He's  up  there  conferring  with 
the  networks.    And  tomorrow  night  he's  a  dinner  speaker  at  the  National 
Weather  Broadcasting  Workshop  in  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Meteorologically 
speaking ,  it  is  coo  early  to  forecast  what  he  will  say.    His  topic  "Effective 
Communication  of  Information"  is  wide  enough  to  let  him  breeze  along  on  all 
fronts.   .  Meanwhile,  agricultural  news  continues  to  break  on  the  shores  of 
the  Potomac. 

Important  New  Export  Market  Move 

At  his  radio-press  conference  Tuesday,  Secretary  Benson  announced 
vrhat  looks  like  a  very  important  new  export  sales  policy.     It's  a  plan  to 
sell  big  stocks  of  CCC-held  upland  cotton  on  a  competitive  basis  abroad  to 
help  regain  our  export  market  for  export  cotton.    As  the  Secretary  pointed 
out,  it  is  notice  to  the  world  that  the  united  States  will  no  longer  continue 
to  hold  an  umbrella  of  high  prices  -  high  supports  -  over  the  rest  of  the 
market.  .   .  If  you  will  check  back  over  our  export  market  history,  you  will 
realize  what  an  important  place  cotton  has  held  in  our  export  economy. 

The  Secretary  emphasized  that  while  U.S.  cotton  will  be  made  avail- 
able for  export  on  a  competitive  basis,  sales  will  be  made  in  an  orderly  way 
to  avoid  disrupting  world  market  prices  or  impairing  the  traditional  competi- 
tive position  of  friendly  countries.    He  thinks  the  new  program  will  tend  to 
have  a  stabilizing  effect  on  world  prices. 

Cotton  cannot  be  exported  under  the  new  program  before  the  new 
cotton  year  which  begins  August  1,  but  the  program  is  announced  at  this  time 
so  our  cotton  industry  and  foreign  users  of  cotton  will  know  the  export  sales 
policy  and  can  begin  to  make  forward  sales  and  purchases.    It  will  help  keep 
activity  in  the  market  even  though  there  will  be  no  delivery  until  after  the 
new  marketing  year  starts.    The  program  will  involve  "rather  sizable  quantities' 
of  cotton.    The  Secretary  said  "We  anticipate  this  will  be  a  continuous  pro- 
gram and  we  hope  it  will  help  get  back  the  market  we  have  lost  through  the 
years. " 

New  Pasture  Seed  Speed-Up 

That  USDA  directed  cooperative  effort  of  State,  Federal  and  seed 
trade  agencies,  known  as  the  National  Foundation  Seed  Project,  has  accepted 
two  superior  new  pasture  grasses.    The  NFSP  will  build  up  supplies  of  certi- 
fied seed  of  the  two  outstanding  forage-crop  varieties ,  Starr  Millet  and 
Potomac  or char dgr ass.    As  seed  becomes  available,  Starr  is  expected  to  replace 
sudangrass  and  common  millets  in  the  southeast  and  Potomac  is  recommended 
from  Conn,  to  N.C.,  and  as  far  west  as  Illinois  and  Iowa. 
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American-Way  Super  Market 

Yesterday ,  the  Department  announced  that,  as  one  of  its  series  of 
market-promotion  exhibits  abroad,  it  will  join  with  the  National  Association 
of  Food  Chains  to  show  an  American  food  supermarket  in  operation  in  Rome, 
Italy.    This  unusual  exhibit  will  go  on  display  at  the  Third  International 
Congress  on  Food  Distribution  which  is  held  in  Rome,  June  17  through  2h. 
This  exhibit  supermarket  will  make  no  sales,  but  will  demonstrate  pre- 
packaging of  meat;,  use  of  check-out  counters,  and  other  activities  of  the 
typical  American  supermarket.    Market  specialists  will  be  on  hand  to  show 
more  than  5,000  representative  lines  of  high-quality  U.S.  processed  foods 
to  the  3>000  leaders  in  food  distribution  who  are  expected  to  attend  the 
Congress . 

Maryland  Marks  Aggie  Centennial 

Tomorrow  our  Beltsville  neighbor,  the  University  of  Maryland,  starts 
celebrating  the  100th  anniversary  of  its  College  of  Agriculture.     Not  every 
institution  can  observe  a  100  birthday  and  keep  on  celebrating  for  only  15 
months  and  then  celebrate  a  150th  birthday  -  but  Maryland  plans  to  do  it. 
Next  January  is  the  se s quieentennial  of  the  oldest  of  its  15  schools,  the 
School  of  Medicine. which  got  its  charter  in  1807.    As  a  kickoff  for  the 
Centennial,  for  four  days  beginning  this  Saturday,  U.  of  Md.  will  have  112 
exhibits  illustrating  the  development  since  the  Ag.  College  started  in  1856, 
the  first  unit  on  the  present  campus.  •  Education,  research,  and  service 
developments  from  the  little  red  school  house  and  farm  equipment  of  100  years 
ago  to  the  latest  studies  of  the  effect  of  radiation  and  a  century  of 
battles  with  crop  insects  are  included  in  the  displays.     Maryland  is  using 
taped  spots  and  a  kO  second  sound  film  strip  to  invite  one  and  all  to  take 
in  the  show. 

Southeast  RFDs  to  Beard  Bristol 

Speaking  of  centennials,  RFD  Frank  Raymond,  WCYB ,  reports  the  South- 
eastern Region  ITATRFD  get-together  will  be  in  Bristol,  Virginia,  April  27-29, 
which  falls  during  Bristol's  Centennial.    The  latter  affair  seems  to  be  one 
of  those  efforts  to  recapture  the  past  by  hiding  behind  the  brush  with  the 
Smith  Brothers.    Prexy  John  McDonald  is  listed  as  the  speaker  for  the  SE 
Regional  banquet. 

RFDoings  Here ,  There ,  and  Yonder 

George  German,  IJNAX ,  Yankton,  S.D.,  who  last  month  herded  kS  Dakota 
ranchers  and  farmers  into  the  93  degree  shade  of  Monterey,  Mexico,  reports 
back.    After  viewing  scrawny  cattle  on  150  miles  of  desert  range,  George's 

folks  say  they'll  never  feel  sorry  for  their  own  cattle  again  Wallace 

Kadderly,  once  radio  chief  here,  once  RFD,  KGU,  Portland,  Ore. ,  reports  that 
Feb.  1  he  had  a  hand  in  starting  "Agriculture  Tod^y"  a  20-minute  weather, 
market,  current  farm  news  show  on  HCJB,  "La  Voz  de  los  Andes",  in  Quito, 
Ecuador.     Uallace  is  now  ed- in-chief  of  scientific  communications  service 
at  the  Inter-American  Institute  of  Agricultural  Sciences  in  Turrialba,  Costa 
Rica. . ♦ .Don  Lerch,  former  RFD  CBS,  now  specialist  in  agricultural  affairs  in 
Washington,  reports  he  will  help  Kadderly  with  an  agricultural  information 
workshop  at  the  Turrialba  Experiment  Station  March  19,  after  leaving  here 
March  13  to  attend  the  spring  meet  of  the  National  Agricultural  Chemicals 

Ass'n  in  Miami  Ed  Slusarczyk,  RFD  for  WIBX,  Utica,  N.Y.,  has  become 

Public  Relations  Council  for  Eastern  Milk  Producers  Coop.  Association, 
Syracuse.     Ed  won  several  awards"  while  broadcasting  about  milk  marketing  and 
dairy  problems. 
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How  Measure  Pasture  Output? 

Three  days  this  week  USDA's  Feed  and  Forage  Research  and  Marketing 
Advisory  Committee  met  here  and  considered  the  research  the  Committee  considers 
most  important  for  the  scientists  to  undertake  at  this  time.    They  made  a 
number  of  recommendations.    In  the  field  of  marketing,  the  advisors  suggested 
more  work  looking  to  the  control  of  insects  in  stored  grains ,  better  ways 
of  sampling  grain,  particularly  in  box  cars,  and  closer  correlation  between 
hay  grades  and  the  real  feeding  value  of  hay.    They  also  want  more  research 
to  control  range  and  pasture  weeds.    They  asked  expanded  research  on  the 
breeding  of  better  forage  grasses  and  legumes,  practical  ways  to  control  the 
spotted  alfalfa  aphid  and  other  insects,  and  more  insight  into  true  feeding 
values  of  forage  crops,    In  general,  they  urged  still  closer  cooperation  and 
better  coordination  of  feed  and  forage  research  of  Department,  State  Experiment 
Stations,  and  private  industry.    They  pointed  out  that  as  yet  we  have  no 
practical  way  of  measuring  pasture  output  on  the  country's  one  billion  acres 
of  grazing  land. 

Canadian  Suggests  Tape  Exchange 

John  J.  McConnell,  acting  director  of  the  one-man  division  of  informa- 
tion and  radio  of  Saskatchewan's  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Regina,  suggests 
he  might  be  able  to  make  some  interesting  tapes  for  U.S.  RFDs.    They,  of 
course,  to  supply  him  some  he  could  use  for  his  long-wide  Province.    He  says 
"The  sort  of  material  I  would  be  interested  in  would  be  something  dealing 
with  any  subject  that  is  an  important  economic  or  socialcgical  aspect  of 
agriculture  -  something  that  would  be  affecting  millions  of  farm  people  in 
an  important  way.    For  example,  it  might  be  a  serious  drought  affecting 
several  states,  a  grain  insect  problem,  livestock  disease  problem,  a  hurricane 
or  something  of  that  nature,  a  new  development  in  the  U-H  program,  creating 
an  important  change  or  some  other  subject  that  would  be  of  interest  to  listen- 
ers in  western  Canada."    He  goes  on  to  say  he  is  always  glad  to  swap  yarns 
with  his  neighbors  across  the  border,  and  specifically  mentions  wheat  rust 
as  a  subject  of  mutual  interest. 

John  reminds  us  that  besides  uranium  and  oil,  Saskatchewan  produces 
a  lot  of  livestock,  and  "over  kOO  million  bushels  of  the  best  wheat  in  the 
world  this  last  year".    From  where  he  sits,  he  thinks  he  could  give  us  some 
pretty  interesting  points  of  view  about  some  of  our  policies. 

U.S.  Farm  Exports  Up 

Today  the  Department  reported  U.S.  farm  exports  up  5  percent  in  value 
the  first  seven  months  (July  through  January)  of  1955-56,  compared  with  the 
same  months  the  year  before.    However,  cotton  exports  were  59  percent  less 
than  the  total  for  the  same  months  in  ' 5^-'55«    The  total  of  all  other  exports 
showed  a  23  percent  rise,    FAS  specialists  attribute  the  drop  in  cotton  ex- 
ports largely  to  the  fact  that  foreign  cotton  and  synthetic  fibers  are  under- 
selling the  U.S.  in  foreign  markets. 

Secretary  Benson  just  announced  an  agreement  with  Pakistan  under 
which  that  country  will  buy  more  than  230  million  pounds  of  U.S.  rice  at 
about  $15  million.    Normally,  Pakistan  exports  rice  herself.    But  this 
year  crops  were  short,  because  of  poor  crops  and  floods.    By  buying  U.S. 
rice  this  year,  Pakistan  will  be  able  to  replenish  its  supplies. 
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Farm  and  Plome  Network  Shows  March  5-10 


ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  March  10,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  KCM0  and  Missouri  Farmers 
Around  the  World"  with  Jack  Jackson;  and  "k-E  Club  Winners  on  National  k-E 
Club  Week",  with  Ext,  Director  C.  M.  Ferguson. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  March  10,  12  to  12:30  p.m. 
EST.  "USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.  Features:  "National  Rice  Week"  with 
George  Roesner,  KPRC,  Houston,  Texas. 

NBC  "Weekday"  -  Thurs.,  March  8,  10:35  a.m.    Layne  Beaty  in  Wash., 
chats  with  Charlotte  Adams,  Weekday  Food  Editor,  in  New  York,  about  grapefruit. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  March  10,  9:15  to  9:30am  EST 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "National  k-E 
Club  Week"  with  Ed  Aiton,  head  of  k-E  and  Young  Men  and  Women's  Programs  for 
Federal  Extension  Service. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.,  March  9,  "Beltsville  Newsreel" 
6  min.  TV  film,  featuring  three  2  minute  stories:  (l)  improved  tetraploid 
lily;  (2)  miticides  for  bean  and  rose  insect  control;  (3)  new  fertilizer 
process  to  prevent  caking  in  the  bag. 

Pigs  is  Pigs  and  Pork 

Next  week  we  plan  to  send  you  a  fact  sheet  that  may  help  you  tell 
the  hog  raisers'  story  to  consumers.    In  general,  most  of  you  already  know 
the  main  story.    RFDs  did  a  wonderful  job  on  last  year's  spring  pig  crop 
through  the  final  months  of  '55-    Now  the  entire  food  industry  is  getting 
behind  a  selling  drive  to  help  market  the  hogs  from  last  fall's  big  pig 
crop.    That  crop  was  12  percent  bigger  than  the  fall  crop  the  year  before. 
The  Department  is  backing  the  drive  to  sell  pork  through  its  Plentiful  Foods 
Program. 

Wanted  -  an  RFD 

Foster  Mullenax,  Ass't  Ext.  Ed.  in  W.  Va. ,  tells  us  that  WKYR, 
Keyser,  wants  an  aggressive  man  with  a  farm  background  and  some  college 
training  in  agriculture  as  RFD.    WKYR  is  about  three  years  old  and  serves 
one  of  the  better  farm  areas  of  the  state  with  a  going  program,  but  has 
never  had  a  farm  director.    The  station  does  not  require  a  degree  in  agri- 
culture.   Beginning  salary  is  expected  to  be  $350  to  §k00  per  month.  Foster 
says  it  looks  like  a  place  where  one  could  really  grow,  due  to  the  many  feed 
accounts  in  the  area.    He  suggested  anyone  interested  contact  Tom  Butcher, 
Manager,  WKYR,  Keyser,  West  Virginia. 

With  this  Letter,  we  are  sending  you  three  publications  we  think  are 
especially  timely:     (l)  "Beef  Marketing  Margins  and  Costs";  (2)  "U.S. 
Agricultural  Exports  in  Historical  Perspective",  with  some  simple  charts 
suitable  for  TV  quickies;  and  (3)  a  new  picture  story  on  "Making  and  Main- 
taining a  Good  Lawn."    Hope  you  find  them  helpful. 


Sincerely, 


C.  A.  Herndon 

Radio  and  Television  Service 
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U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  AuKlCULIUftt 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


March  9,  1956 
Letter  No.  707 


Springtime  is  seed  time,  and  George  Edler,  AMSseed  estimator,  tells  us 
that  with  the  plentiful  supply  and  lower  prices  of  grass  and  legume  seed  this 
spring,  farmers  are  likely  to  use  more  seed  than  usual.    He  says  the  supply 
of  the  21  chief  grass  and  legume  seeds  is  about  a  fourth  more  than  last  year 

and  a  fifth  more  than  average  A  week  from  today  the  Crop  Reporting 

Board  will  report  farmers'  planting  plans,  as  of  March  1.    This  is  the  first 
indication  of  how  much  land  growers  intend  to  plant  to  16  of  our  main  farm 
crops.    This  report  aims  to  help  growers  generally  in  making  such  further 
changes  in  their  acreage  plans  as  may  seem  desirable.    Any  soil  hank  plan 
may  make  this  spring  report  on  the  intentions  of  farmers  even  more  basic  to 
understanding  changes  than  usual.  .  .  . 

Other  Services  for  and  with  RFDs 

Going  forward  to  you  with  this  Letter  is  the  '56  Spring  Cleanup  Week 
fact  sheet,  with  pie-charts  showing  causes  of  fire  and  other  accidents. 
USDA  is  cooperating  in  this  with  the  National  Fire  Protection  Association.  .  . 
"Spring  Clean  Up"  is  also  one  of  the  subjects  covered  in  the  National  Safety 
Council's  new  tape  service  -••  "Tips  on  Farm  Safety"--  for  RFDs.    Staff  members 
of  NSC's  Farm  Division  are  making  the  tapes  on  various  phases  of  safety  for 
the  farm  family  in  either  straight  talk  or  interview  type  of  presentation. 
In  the  beginning,  service  will  be  handled  on  a  request  basis,  with  the  request- 
ing RFD  sending  in  a  blank  tape  for  dubbing.    For  further  details  address 
Wallace  N.  Dudney,  Ed.  Farm  Safety  Review,  National  Safety  Council,  k2$  N. 

Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago  11,  111   Now,  we  are  facing  another  period 

when  --  for  a  short  time       supplies  of  hogs  coming  into  market  are  going 
to  test  the  ability  of  our  regular  markets  to  absorb  them.    So,  also  going 
forward  to  you  is  a  fact  sheet  on  PORK.    As  you  will  note,  two  special 
pushes  to  sell  pork  are  now  scheduled.    First,  March  22  to  31  and  the  second 

April  5  to  Ik  Other  enclosures  herewith  are  a  special  report 

from  ARS  which  explains  the  increasing  importance  of  maintaining  cattle 
herds  and  areas  certified  brucellosis-free  in  state  eradication  programs.  .  . 
Also  an  illustrated  leaflet  showing  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of 
the  bunker  silos  more  and  more  farmers  are  using  to  store  their  forage  crops 
....  A  crop  production  report  just  laid  on  our  desk  notes  that  among  the 
more  ominous  danger  signals  now  apparent  for  1956  is  the  subsoil  moisture 
shortage  which  important  C  orn  Belt  sections  in  Iowa,  Neb. ,  Kansas,  and  parts 
of  111.,  and  Mo.,  have  inherited  from  last  summer,  fall,  and  winter. 
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What  is  Role  of  Farm  Broadcaster? 

Clyde  Keathley,  WRFD,  Worthington,  Ohio,  yells  for  help.  He  chairmans 
the  "Clinic  on  Agricultural  Broadcasts"  for  the  April  17th  to  20th,  Institute 
for  Education  by  Radio-Television ,  at  Columbus.    That  Institute  this  year 
has  dedicated  itself  to  a  serious  search  for  the  role  of  broadcasting  in 
today's  world.    The  general  sessions  will  highlight  the  main  questions.  The 
group  clinics  will  get  down  to  cases  in  their  special  fields.    Clyde  would 

appreciate  suggestions  for  our  farm  radio-TV  clinic  Another  date  - 

All  you  NATRFDs  who  want  to  be  shown  might  note  that  the  West  South  Central 
Regional  meets  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  April  13,  Ik  and  15 .    We  have  this 
word  from  Charlie  Slate,  East  Texas  Network,  Center,  Texas,  which,  according 
to  Charlie,  means  center  of  the  broiler  country. 

Khapra  Beetle  Threat  Reduced 

After  inspecting  almost  k-0,000  properties  in  32  states,  USDA 
entomologists  report  their  search  for  infestations  of  "the  world's  worst 
stored-grain  pest"  has  revealed  none  outside  the  3^5  infested  locations  in 
California,  Arizona,  and  New  Mexico.    The  scientists  say  further  that  158 
of  the  3^5  locations  have  already  been  fumigated.    In  the  spectacular  effort 
to  kill  off  all  the  tiny  cranny-hiding  Khapra  beetles  they  cover  entire 
warehouses  with  gas- impervious  nylon  plastic  tarpaulins  and  fumigate  with 
methyl-bromide  gas.    One  warehouse  took  9^  acres  of  the  plastic  tarpaulins, 
clamped  together  in  airtight  seams,  and  io§  tons  of  fumigant. 

New  Name  for  Young  Beef  June  1 

"What's  in  a  name?"  -  A  whole  lot,  say  USDA's  Cattle  and  Beef  Industry 
Committeemen.    They  think  we  can  help  producers  and  consumers  by  giving  beef 
from  younger  cattle  a  better  name.    As  it  is,  beef  from  younger  cattle  with 
only  a  small  quantity  of  fat  is  often  lumped  with  that  of  older  animals  with 
much  more  fat  in  the  'Commercial'  grade.    Folks  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
where  considerable  of  the  younger  type  beef  is  produced  say  that  because  of 
prejudice  against  the  name  "Commercial",  a  lot  of  this  type  is  not  being 
federally  graded.    So  June  1  of  this  year  the  "Commercial"  will  be  divided 
into  "Standard"  and  "Commercial"  with  the  beef  from  the  younger  animals 
getting  the  "Standard"  designation.    The  present  grades  are  Prime,  Choice, 
Good,  Commercial,  Utility,  Cutter  and  Canner. 

"Teenagers  Take  Over"  Award  Share 

We  have  received  notice  that  WRC  and  WRC-TV,  Washington,  D.  C,  has 
won  the  National  Broadcasting  Company's  '55  top  award  to  its  owned  and 
operated  stations  for  community  service.    The  "Teenagers  Take  Over" series 
presented  jointly  by  USDA  and  WRC-TV  for  13  weeks  last  year,  was  mentioned 
as  one  of  the  programs  contributing  to  the  decision. 

Film  Strips  of  USDA 

Many  phases  of  agriculture  and  home  economics  are  covered  in  USDA 
film  strips  available  at  nominal  cost  from  the  Office  of  Info's  Photo 
Service.    They  are  all  on  35  mm  non-inflammable  motion-picture  film,  and 
are  listed  in  a  catalogue.    The  catalogue  is  USDA  Agriculture  Handbook  No. 
87.    Charlie  Myers,  Photo  Service  Chief,  says  if  you  want  a  copy,  we  can 
send  it  to  you. 
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Close-up  on  Weather  Broadcasting 

What  may  be  the  first  "big  scale  cooperative  effort  of  meteorologists 
and  "broadcasters  to  put  broadcast  weather  information  under  cold  scrutiny- 
took  place  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  last  Saturday  and  Sunday.    We  attended 
because  of  agriculture's  binding  concern  with  weather. 

That  this  happened  in  the  home  town  of  the  publisher  of  the  Hartford 
C our ant  who  authored     the  statement  "Everyone  talks  about  the  weather  but 
no  one  DOES  anything  about  it",  instead  of  Mark  Twain  who  got  the  credit,  is 
not  only  coincidental  but  quite  fitting. 

It  was  the  National  Conference  and  Workshop  on  Radio  and  Television 
Presentation  of  Weather,  jointly  sponsored  by  the  American  Meteorological 
Society  and  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Radio  and  Television  Broadcasters.  Conference 
chairman  and  main  organizer  was  Dr.  Thomas  Malone,  director  of  the  Travelers 
Weather  Service  in  Hartford,  affiliated  in  ownership  with  Radio  Station  WTIC 
(Frank  Atwood) . 

In  attendance  were  about  125  U.S.  Weather  Bureau  and  commercial  and 
institutional  meteorologists  and  broadcasters.    Pres.  John  McDonald  (WSM 
Nashville)  represented  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  TV  and  Radio  Farm  Directors.  He 
and  I  helped  with  some  judging  of  weather  report  tapes  and  kinescopes. 

The  presentation  of  weather  information  on  the  air  by  non-professional 
meteorologists  came  in  for  considerable  criticism,  and  some  defense.  Like- 
wise, the  use  of  technical  phraseology  which  meteorologists  understand  but 
many  listeners  don't,  was  sharply  attacked  and  staunchly  defended.  Forecasting 
for  agriculture  was  generally  accepted  as  an  essential  service.    The  3-^ay 
forecast  is  more  popular  and  dependable  than  the  5-day  forecast. 

Ways  and  means  of  adequate  weather  coverage  on  a  medium- sized  budget 
were  told  by  Francis  Davis,  WFIL-TV,  Philadelphia,  and  some  advanced  methods 
using  radar  glimpses  of  clouds  relayed  to  the  TV  screens  from  planes  in 
flight,  were  described  by  Jim  Fidler,  WLW-TV,  Cincinnati, 

Dr.  F.  W.  Reichelderfer,  chief  of  the  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau,  told  of 
the  Bureau's  new  hurricane  warning  system,,  in  cooperation  with  the  Navy, 
Air  Force  and  CAA,  and  a  tornado  research  project,  inland. 

Dr.  Reichelderfer  reported  that  the  Numerical  Weather  Prognosticator 
computer  (electronic  brain)  is  about  nip  and  tuck  on  accuracy  with  orthodox 
methods  of  forecasting  weather.    Sometimes,  even,  the  "brain"  shows  things 
the  forecasters  have  overlooked,  he  said.    He  voiced  an  eagerness  for  team- 
work and  understanding  with  radio  and  television  outlets  for  accurate,  useful 
weather  information  co-existent  with  the  entertainment  factor  but  not  under 
its  dictatorship. 

He  indicated  also  a  recognition  of  the  layman's  unfamiliarity  with 
meteorological  terms,    "For  example,  does  'partly  cloudy  today'  mean  'fair 
part  of  the  day  and  cloudy  the  rest  of  the  day',  or  does  it  mean  'the  skies 
will  be  partly  cloudy  all  day'." 

We  predict  there  will  be  more  meetings  and  more  study  of  the  subject, 
and  a  sharpening  of  weather  information  on  the  air. 

Information  on  Credit  to  Farmers 

Farmers  Home  Administration's  Phil  Brown  tells  us  they  have  sent  a  kit 
of  information  on  their  real  estate  and  other  loan  funds  to  farmers  to  their 
county  offices.    That  means  the  FHA  offices  near  you  may  be  good  sources  to 
tap  for  radio  talks  on  some  of  the  vital  credit  problems  of  farmers. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  March  12-17 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  March  17,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "AMA's  Council  on  Rural  Health 
Conference"  from  KGW,  Portland. 

NBC  "Weekday"  -  Thurs.,  March  15,  10:35  a.m.    Layne  Beaty  in  Washington 
chats  with  Charlotte  Adams,  "Weekday"  Food  Editor  in  New  York,  about  lunchboxes. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat,  March  17,  9:15  to  9:30  am  EST. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  March  17,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Oklahoma  High  Vitamin  Sweetpotatoes" 
with  Harold  Dedrick,  Okla.  AZM  and  E.  L.  Whitehead,  Okla.  Ext.  horticulturist 
and  "Grass  and  Legume  Seed  Supplies"  with  George  Edler. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.  Features:  "A  Story  on  Gardens" 
with  Cy  Briggs,  AMS  and  Dick  Boswell,  ARS. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.,  March  16  "How  New  Social  Security 
Program  Affects  Farmers".    Social  Security  Admin,  tells  in  still  photos. 

Good  Citizen  and  RFD 

The  k~K  Club  National  Citizenship  Winner,  William  Thiesenhusen,  one  of 
the  six  top-ranking  ^-H  Club  members  here  this  week  making  a  "Report  to  the 
Nation",  is  also  making  a  number  of  tapes  with  other  young  folks  here  for 

use  on  WKOW,  Madison,  Wis.    He  is  WKOW's  assistant  RFD  

Henry  Schacht,  RFD  KNBC,  San  Francisco,  is  taking  a  tour  down  to  Australia 

from  March  19  and  April  3  John  Bradshaw,  broadcasting  farmer  in 

Toronto,  has  returned  from  two  weeks  in  Merrie  England.  .  .  .  Apparently 
there  is  no  statute  of  limitations  protecting  this  correspondent.  Charlie 
Rankin ,  KRGV,  Weslaco,  Texas,  takes  us  to  task  now  for  printing  the  wrong 
call  letters  for  his  station  last  December.    The  letters,  says  Charlie,  stand 
for  "Key  to  the  Rio  Grande  Valley".    We've  known  all  this  since  19^3  when  we 
first  visited  the  station  (Before  Charlie's  day)  but  that  19^-9  freeze  in  the 
Valley  must  have  thrown  us  off. 

Tape  on  Rural  Defense  Available 


Jack  Towers  tells  us  orders  for  that  3  minute  ho  second  tape  John 
McDonald  made  on  rural  civil  defense,  continue  to  trickle  in.  The  idea 
seems  to  be  taking  hold,  Any  of  the  rest  of  you  who  want  a  copy  of  Old 
John's  talk,  just  send  along  a  tape. 

WTIC  Fruit  Spray  Service 

One  of  the  sure  signs  of  spring  in  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  is 
the  Fruit  Spray  Service  by  WTIC  and  Conn.  Extension  on  Frank  Atwood's  Program. 
Ext.  Entomologist  William  Tunis  will  start  Friday,  April  6,  broadcasting 
information  about  spray  materials,  timing  of  sprays  to  control  both  diseases 
and  insect  pests,  and  other  advice  to  fruit  growers.    For  the  first  few  weeks, 
this  Service  is  heard  only  Friday  mornings,  then  Tuesday  and  Friday  through 
the  critical  weeks  of  the  fruit  spraying  season  to  the  end  of  June.  After 
that,  once  a  week  again  through  July, 

r-}  Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief,  Radio  L  TV  Serv. 
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Dear  Farm  Director: 


W:  MAR  2  8  1953 


This  week  Secretary  Benson  reported  "excellent  progress"  on  the  ex- 
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port  sales  program  set  up  by  Congress  three  years  ago  under  Public  Law  U80 . 
This  week  those  sales  passed  the  billion  dollar  mark  since  the  law  went  into 
effect.    The  Secretary  figures  that  during  the  current  fiscal  year  such 
exports  will  total  over  half  a  billion,  representing  about  one- sixth  of  our 
total  farm  exports.    These  sales  are  to  friendly  foreign  countries  and  are 
paid  for  in  currencies  used  in  their  own  countries. 

Earlier  in  the  week  the  Department  announced  sales  to  Chile,  Korea, 
and  Turkey  which  brought  the  PL  1+80  sales  near  the  billion  figure.    The  agree- 
ment with  Chile  was  for  U.S.  farm  products  worth  more  than  lh\  million  dollars, 
edible  oils,  wheat,  and  cotton  were  the  leading  items.    Korea's  contract 
called  for  nearly  kk  million  dollars  worth,  including  enough  wheat  and  barley 
to  help  its  food  situation  considerably  and  about  20  million  pounds  of  canned 
pork,  the  largest  amount  of  pork  yet  sold  under  the  PL  kQO  program.  The 
agreement  with  Turkey  was  the  second  big  sale  to  that  country  and  was  for 
about  k  million  dollars  worth  of  cottonseed  oil  and  soybean  oil. 


Farm  Accident  Clinic  Here  in  May 

As  you  know,  President  Eisenhower  has  set  aside  May  13-19  as  Job 
Safety  Week.    During  that  week,  3; 000  leaders  of  American  business,  labor, 
agriculture,  State  and  Federal  agencies,  insurance,  education  and  private 
safety  organizations  will  take  part  in  the  President's  safety  conference 
here  in  Washington.    The  farm  part  of  this  gigantic  safety  clinic  will  meet 
Tuesday,  May  13,  in  the  USDA  auditorium.    A  Farm  Safety  Advisory  Committee 
is  preparing  the  program.    That  Committee  represents  the  National  Safety 
Council  and  its  affiliated  State  Farm  Safety  Committees,  and  many  other 
organizations  interested  in  the  safety  of  farm  workers  and  their  families. 

And  Here  are  Farmers  Planting  Plans: 


AMS's  Crop  Reporting  Board  has  just  issued  its  famous  "intentions-to- 
plant"  report.    As  of  March  1,  farmers  throughout  the  country  have  reported 
their  plans.    Growers  plan  a  moderate  reduction  compared  with  last  year.  Less 
acreage  in  feed  grains,  but  more  food  grains  are  indicated.    Sharp  reduction 
in  rice.    Big  increases  in  soybeans  and  flax.    But  this  year  changes  from 
these  early  prospects  may  be  somewhat  larger  than  usual.    Future  weather  and 
legislation  now  in  Congress  may  result  in  some  acreage  shifts.    The  season 
is  somewhat  backward  over  most  of  the  nation.    That  will  allow  more  time  for 
late  decisions. 
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Soybeans ,  Cotton,  Wheat  Competition 

In  its  March  "Foreign  Agriculture" ,  FAS  this  week  pointed  up  happen- 
ings in  the  market  abroad  for  some  of  our  main  crops.    George  Strayer    of  the 
American  Soybean  Association  warned  U.S.  soybean  growers  and  exporters  to 
look  closely  at  the  vigorous  promotional  campaigns  Communist  Chinese  are 
carrying  on  to  van  back  the  soybean  market  in  Japan.    In  Tokyo,  he  noted 
that  one  of  the  commodities  most  strongly  featured  at  the  China  Trade  Fair 
there  recently  was  soybeans.  .  .  The  tape  we  offered  a  while  back  with 

Strayer  reporting  on  all  this  is  still  available  Frank  Barlow,  Jr. 

of  FAS  Cotton  Division,  indicated  that  the  step-up  in  foreign  cotton  competi- 
tion is  being  caused  by  countries  that  until  recent  years  were  minor  producers 
of  cotton.    He  said,  add  to  that  the  expansion  of  foreign-produced  synthetics 
and  you  have  the  double  competitive  threat  which  U.S.  cotton  faces  in  world 
markets.    He  stressed  the  importance  of  U.S.  cotton  people  recognizing  clearly 

this  change  in  the  pattern  John  Scholl,  Grain  Division  FAS,  pointed 

out  that  last  year's  tremendous  wheat  harvest  climaxed  10  years  of  rising 
production.    Total  stocks  in  the  four  leading  export  countries  are  at  record 
levels.    He  estimated  that  world's  wheat  supplies  -  and  ours  -  may  continue 
at  high  levels  for  a  long  time. 

"Plots  for  Tots"  Contest 

April  15,  Conway  Robinson,  WBAL,  Baltimore,  is  starting  a  "Plots  for 
Tots"  farming  contest  for  youngsters  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eight. 
RFD  'Robbie'  reports  that  each  youngster  entering  the  contest  will  receive  a 
free  pack  of  watermelon  seeds  and  from  then  on  it's  up  to  him.    The  tots 
raising  the  largest  watermelons  on  their  plots,  without  help,  will  receive 
prizes,  including  a  model  farm  tractor,  a  baby  calf,  and  a  U.S.  Savings  Bond 
to  help  finance  future  k-R  projects.    All  contestants  will  get  diplomas. 
Conway  also  shifts  his  TV  activity  from  noon  Saturday  to  7:25-7:30  a.m.  5 
days  per  week. 

Sheep  Herding  in  3-D  TV 

Gordon  Connelly,  of  the  American  Sheep  Producers  Council,  tells  us 
that  the  March  25  "Wide,  Wide  World"  (NBC-TV)  will  make  a  half -hour  pickup 
from  a  real  live  California  sheep  ranch,  showing  shearing,  branding,  and  a 
colorful  Basque  sheep  herders  family  fiesta.    Those  Basque  songs  and  dances 
will  add  a  time -dimension  depth  to  the  wide,  live  present.    The  ancestors 
who  originated  those  features  were  growing  lambs  and  wool  in  the  Pyrenees 
homeland  hundreds  of  years  before  the  wool  industry  got  this  far  on  its 
'round  the  world'  drive. 

More  Little  Chicks  this  Spring 

Today  USDA's  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  reported  a  larger  and 
earlier  hatch  of  chicks  for  laying  flock  replacement  in  prospect  for  this 
year  compared  with  a  year  ago.    Economists  of  the  Board  also  noted  that  the 
turkey  hatching  season  has  opened  with  a  sharp  increase  in  output  of  heavy- 
breed  poults,  and  a  decline  in  hatchings  of  light-breed  birds.    They  figure 
that  from  now  until  the  middle  of  the  year,  chicken  egg  production  will 
probably  be  close  to  what  it  was  the  year  before.    After  that,  production 
will  depend  on  the  extent  of  the  increase  in  the  replacement  hatch  now  under 
way.    At  the  start  of  this  year,  we  had  121§  million  hens  on  farms.  That 
was  10  million  more  than  a  year  earlier.    The  economists  estimate,  however, 
that  about  5  million  extra  pullets  could  be  put  into  the  laying  flock  this 

fall  without  creating  a  new  increase  in  number  of  layers »    Few  hens  are  kept 
for  a  third  laying  year,  while  about  half  of  the  pullets  housed  in  a  given 

fall  are  kept  as  hens  the  next  year. 
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Important  Research  Developments 

This  week  Department  scientists  forecast  a  trend  toward  air- 
conditioning  for  livestock;  announced  an  entomologist  headed  abroad  to  locate 
insects  to  fight  sheep-killing  poisonous  weeds;  and  reported  four  new  rust 
resistant  varieties  of  durum  wheat. 

Harry  Garver,  USDA  farm-buildings  specialist,  cited  findings  that 
show  it  pays  to  keep  farm  animals  cool  and  comfortable  in  hot  weather.  He 
said  shelters  don't  have  to  be  expensive.    He  predicted  designers  will  make 
stock  shelters  more  open  than  in  the  past.    In  future  tight  livestock  build- 
ings, he  also  forecast  more  use  of  fans,  and  possibly  some  use  of  refrigerator- 
type  equipment. 

Entomologist  G.  B.  Vogt  will  leave  early  this  spring  for  the 
Mediterranean,  North  Africa,  and  the  Near  East.    He's  out  after  insect  enemies 
of  poisonous  weeds,  including  that  fast- spreading,  sheep-killing  range  weed 

known  as  halogeton  down  at  USDA's  Fruit  Insect  Station  in  Florida, 

Allen  Selhine,  has  now  succeeded  in  raising  some  lady-bugs,  imported  from 
India,  which  have  an  unusually  big  appetite  for  some  of  our  important  fruit 
pests.  .  . 

North  Dakota  Ag.  Experiment  Station  breeders  and  those  of  USDA  have 
managed  to  develop  the  four  new  rust  resistant  varieties  of  durum  wheat  in 
about  half  the  time  such  development  usually  takes.    They  figure  these  answers 
to  the  destructive  stem-rust  disease  "Race  15B"  will  be  planted  this  spring 
on  some  100,000  to  125,000  acres. 

RFDs  to  Hog  Sale  Rescue 

From  Bob  Murdoch,  KTBB,  Tyler,  Tex.,  we  have  word  how  Texas  RFDs 
helped  farmers  fill  a  hurry-up  order  from  the  Venezuelan  government  for  1,000 
head  of  purebred  hogs.    The  deadline  was  short  and  Marvin  Bridges,  pres.  of 
the  Texas  Swine  Breeders  Association,  had  to  move  fast.  He  grabbed  a  phone, 
called  a  dozen  Texas  RFDs  and  asked  them  to  broadcast  the  opportunity. 
Before  daylight  next  morning,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  rural  listeners  knew 
about  the  project.    Said  Prexy  Bridges:  "It  is  difficult  for  me  to  find  words 
to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  wonderful  way  in  which  you  have 
helped  the  swine  industry  of  Texas." 

Thirteen  Months  Service  a  Year 

Barney  Arnold,  WHAS,  Louisville,  reports  that  for  the  past  four 
years  his  station  has  had  a  regular  weekly  feature  on  burley  tobacco,  with 
U.  of  Ky.  ext.  tobacco  specialists  as  regular  guests.    Because  Ky.  and 
southern  Indiana  farmers  claim  raising  burley  is  a  13  months-a-year  job, 
Barney  says  that's  the  kind  of  program  it  is. 

Livestock  Threats  from  Abroad 

Federal  and  State  veterinarians  are,  this  month  and  next,  holding  a 
series  of  regional  meetings  throughout  the  country  to  exchange  information 
about  livestock  diseases  and  devise  plans  to  forestall  the  spread  of  any  new 
disease  that  may  get  in  this  country  from  abroad.    Several  deadly  stock 
troubles  which  plague  other  countries  have  never  gained  a  foothold  here. 
This  week,  the  first  of  the  regional  meetings  is  on  in  Phoenix,  Arizona. 
Next  week,  other  regionals  will  hold  similar  discussions  at  Stillwater,  Okla. , 
March  19-21;  Bozeman,  Montana,  March  22-24;  Ames,  Iowa,  March  27-29;  at 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  April  9-11;  and  at  Storrs,  Conn.,  April  17-19.    State  meetings 
will  be  held  later  to  coordinate  further  the  reporting  and  emergency  control, 
when  and  if  needed. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  March  19-2*1 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  March  2k,  9:15  to  9:30am  EST. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  March  2k,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Time  to  Start  Gardening"  with 
Cy  Briggs,  AMS  and  Alice  Skelsey,  Info.,  and  "International  Farming"  with 
Knowlton  Nash,  IFAP. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  March  2k,  12  to  12:30  pm  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Social  Security  for  Farm 
People"  with  Dept.  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare. 

NBC  "Weekday"  -  Thurs.,  March  22,  10:35  a.m.  Layne  Beaty  in  Washington 
chats  with  Charlotte  Adams,  "Weekday"  Food  Editor,  in  N.  Y.  about  bread. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Medicated 
Feeds"  with  Dr.  Ted  Byerly,  Assistant  Director  Livestock  Research,  ARS. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.,  March  23  "You're  on  the  Map"  - 
Photos  showing  the  method  of  making  farm  and  forest  maps  by  aerial  photographic 
surveys. 

RFD  too  Busy  to  Run 

Harvey  Dinkins,  WSJS,  Winston- Salem,  N,C.  and  '5^  editor  of  NATRFD 
"Chats"  has  turned  down  a  chance  to  become  the  first  farm  broadcaster  in 
Congress,    When  the  5th  District  N.C.  Republicans  had  their  convention  last 
week,  they  offered  Harvey  the  nomination.    According  to  the  'Winston-Salem 
Journal 1 ,  Harvey  replied  in  characteristic  language:  "I'm  overwhelmed,  but 
I've  acquired  the  vulgar  habit  of  eating  and  I  have  to  keep  working  if  I'm 
to  keep  the  wolf  from  having  a  litter  in  my  front  hall.".  .  .  .Another  busy 
boy,  Maynard  Speece,  WCCO,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  who  is  chairman  of  the  West 
North  Central  Region,  NATRFD,  reports  their  regional  meeting  this  year  is 
Omaha-Lincoln.    The  date:  May  7th.  Maynard  also  claims  he  is  up  to  his  neck 
in  plans  for  the  annual  NATRFD  which  meets  in  Minneapolis  June  21-23rd. 

April  Showers  of  Plentiful  Foods 

In  its  monthly  list  of  plentiful  foods  for  April,  AMS  features  PORK 
and  BEEF.    During  the  week  beginning  April  1,  USDA  will  give  extra  emphasis' 
in  its  radio,  television,  and  press  releases  to  MILK  and  other  dairy  products. 
The  peak  of  the  push  on  PORK  will  come  during  the  week  beginning  April  8. 
BROILERS  AND  FRYERS  get  top  billing  the  week  of  April  15.    BEEF  will  hold 
the  center  of  the  board  the  week  beginning  April  22.    The  "gardener's  special" 
starts  with  a  breakfast  including  ham,  bacon,  or  sausage,  and  ends  with  a 
hearty  meal  built  around  a  pork  roast  or  chop.    We  will  join  you  when  you 
come  in  from  the  garden.' 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 

P.S.    Five  more  states  --  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Montana,  Oregon,  and  Wisconsin- 
are  expected  to  become  certfied  as  brucellosis  free  within  the  coming  year. 
Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  North  Carolina  are  already  certified  as  free. 
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Just  as  we  were  about  to  present  the  groundhog  with  an  Oscar  for 
accuracy,  on  the  way  out  Winter  side- swiped  us  with  a  snow-storm.  Spring 
had  to  skid  in  on  the  ice,  but  it  is  here.    The  Mall  is  showing  green  again, 
and  our  scientists  are  wide- scattering  the  seeds  of  their  research. 

Twenty  Centuries  Seeding  Change 

One  thing  the  USDA  researchers  report  on  is  the  improved  band  seeding 
method  of  putting  in  grass  and  legume  seed  and  fertilizer.    For  over  two 
thousand  years  pastures  and  hay  fields  have  broadcast  seeded  -  by  hand  or 
machine.    Now  state  and  federal  scientists  find  that  band  seeding  has  a 
definite  place  -  especially  in  getting  good  stands  on  fields  planted  early 
or  late.    It  will  probably  change  many  forage  crop  practices  -  but  it  is 

still  too  early  to  say  just  which  ones  As  a  result  of  current 

research  in  artificially  juggling  daylight,  to  control  the  growth  of  tree- 
seedlings  and  other  woody  plants,  Wednesday  USDA  experimenters  told  nursery- 
men how  to  manage  greenhouse  lights  to  overcome  the  normal,  seasonal  growth 
habits  of  the  popular  landscaping  Weigela  shrubs  -  and  have  them  at  the  most 

saleable  stage  when  spring  arrives  And,  in  connection  with  the 

announcement  of  1956  support  prices  for  honey,  Department  specialists  have 
again  urged  beekeepers  to  increase  their  efforts  to  use  their  bees  to  pollinate 
important  pasture,  seed,  vegetable,  and  fruit  crops  on  a  remunerative  basis. 


Firstling  Turkey  from  Maiden  Hen 


Yesterday  our  radio  and  TV  folks  hovered  at  the  bedside  of  one  under- 
sized, underweight  turkey  poult,  with  microphones,  lights,  and  cameras.  It 
never  had  a  father.    Hatched  twelve  days  ago  from  an  unfertilized  egg  laid 
by  a  closely  guarded  maiden  hen  at  Beltsville  Research  Center,  it  is  the 
first  parthenogenetic  warm-blooded  animal  known  by  science  to  have  lived  more 
than  a  few  hours  after  hatching.    As  this  is  written,  this  little  peeper 
continues  to  gain  slowly  on  egg  yolk,  cottage  cheese,  vitamins  and  minerals. 
Dr.  Marlow  Olsen,  research  poultry  husbandman,  thinks  parthenogenesis  occurs 
most  often  in  domesticated  turkeys  with  some  wild  turkey  blood  in  their 
ancestry.    He  says  parthenogenesis  gives  research  workers  an  important  new 
tool  with  which  to  investigate  fertility  and  hatchability  of  eggs,  the  most 
serious  problems  facing  the  turkey  industry.    If  you  want  a  3-5  minute  tape 
with  Dr.  Olsen,  send  us  a  blank.    A  package  is  scheduled  for  you  TV  folks 
on  April  22. 


Kill  Insects  to  Save  Lives 


On  April  7 >  one  of  the  largest  specialized  agencies  of  the  United 
Nations  will  declare  war  on  disease -carrying  insects.    USDA,  Public  Health, 
State  and  local  Health  Departments,  State  Colleges  and  Universities,  Experi- 
ment and  Extension  Services,  equipment  makers  and  pest-control  operators 
will  join  with  the  World  Health  Organization,  WHO,  to  focus  attention  on 
the  need  to  control  insect  pest,  the  theme  of  this  year's  World  Health  Day. 

  This  week  the  Department  reported  sleeping  sickness  showed  up 

again  last  year  among  horses  and  mules  in  the  southeast.    USDA  specialists 
say  practically  every  state  has  been  invaded  by  this  disease  at  one  time  or 
another  since  1930.    They  blame  mosquitoes  and  other  insects  with  carrying 
the  virus  and  advise  vaccination  of  horses  where  the  disease  occurs,  well 
ahead  of  the  danger  season,  June  through  October.    They  say  screening  barns, 
stabling  animals  at  night,  and  killing  mosquitoes  also  helps.  .  .  U.S.  Forest 
Service  reports  it  cooperated  last  year  in  aerially  spraying  over  2-jj-  million 
acres  of  timberland  seriously  infested  with  leaf -eating  insects. 

Better  Eating  by  Radio 

Anthony  Koelker,  Mgr.  KMA,  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  reports  his  station  has 
started  a  campaign  of  its  own  to  promote  more  use  of  meats,  eggs,  poultry, 
milk,  and  other  plentiful  farm  products.    Between  Feb.  7  and  March  7>  KMA 
aired  819  short  promotion  announcements,  nearly  27  a  day,  to  do  something 
about  declining  prices  and  the  health  of  the  nearly  3>000,000  people  within 
primary  range  of  KMA.  .  .  .  Louis  Wilson,  National  Plant  Food  Institute, 
reports  that  the  platter  service  he's  been  issuing  every  three  months  since 
1951  is  now  being  used  by  1022  radio  stations,  as  requested  by  the  stations, 
85^  of  which  have  placed  standing  orders.    The  platters  include  recordings 
with  scientists  of  the  Department,  Land  Grant  Colleges  and  industry.  .  .  . 
Hilary  Phillips  of  the  BBC,  London,  will  visit  us  briefly  May  k  on  his  way 
home  from  a  recording  expedition  amongst  the  agriculture  of  the  West  Indies 

  Bill  Shomette,  KENS,  San  Antonio,  did  a  tape  on  the  watermelon 

juice  bank  at  Stockdale,  Texas,  last  week  for  Claude  Mahoney's  CBS  Farm  News. 

New  Milk  Record  this  Year 

AMS's  "Dairy  Situation"  released  this  week  reports  milk  production  on 
the  way  to  a  new  record  in  1956.    Its  specialists  estimate  the  total  for  the 
year  may  run  between  126  and  127  billion  pounds  compared  with  123-|  billion 
in  '55*    At  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  number  of  cows  on  farms  was  only 
a  little  below  a  year  earlier  and  production  per  cow  has  been  running 
substantially  above  previous  records.    Barring  widespread  drought,  they  don't 
expect  much  change  in  prices  to  farmers.  ....  USDA's  preliminary  appraisal 
of  the  cold  damage  this  past  winter  to  crops  in  Europe ,  made  with  the  help  of 
our  agricultural  attaches  stationed  in  Europe,  indicates  heavy  damage  to 
citrus,  nut,  and  olive  production  in  Spain,  France,  and  Italy.    Also  abnormally 
high  winter-kill  of  fall- sown  grains,  mainly  wheat,  in  France,  Belgium,  the 
UK  and  the  Netherlands.  .  .  .  During  the  next  five  years,  REA  estimates  the 
systems  of  its  borrowers  will  add  nearly  $1  billion  in  new  and  improved 
electric  power  facilities  to  serve  rural  consumers.    Funds  will  come  from 
REA  loans  already  made,  from  new  loans  and  from  general  funds  of  the  borrow- 
ers.   REA's  electric  loan  program  now  is  at  its  highest  level  since  1951- 


-  3  - 


Here  and  There  in  Markets  Abroad 

This  week  FAS  reported,  among  other  developments,  that  U.S.  butter 
has  shown  up  in  German  retail  markets.  Sales  have  been  brisk  wherever  it  has 
been  offered  for  sale.  .  .  Our  foreign  specialists  in  S.A.  report  Ecuador  an 
excellent  market  for  American  seeds,  and  they  think  Peru  may  eventually  become 
another  one.    They  stress,  however,  that  all  seed  imported  from  the  U.S.  must 
pass  through  the  tropics.    Unless  properly  dried  and  packed,  it  may  lose 
germination,    This  is  true  of  all  U.S.  seed  exports  to  Central  and  South 
American  countries.  .  .  U.S.  livestock  breeders  and  breed  associations  have 
been  invited  to  exhibit  their  cattle  and  other  stock  at  the  7th  National  Live- 
stock Exposition  in  Lima,  Peru,  May  l6  to  20.  ...  A  milk  bar  has  opened  in 
Paris,  France  -  and  aims  to  introduce  a  variety  of  flavored  milk  drinks.  .  . 
The  Danish  dairy  industry  plans  to  promote  its  dairy  products  by  donating 
millions  of  samples  of  butter  and  cheese  throughout  European  and  American 
countries  and  at  international  food  exhibit  fairs  in  London,  Milan,  Brussels 

and  Toronto   Mexico  will  hold  its  first  Poultry  Exposition  at  the 

Mexico  City  Coliseum  from  April  22  to  April  29. 

Meat  Inspection  Golden  Anniversary 

This  year  USDA  and  the  meat  industry  are  planning  to  celebrate  the 
Golden  Anniversary  of  Federal  meat  inspection  in  this  country.    Downstairs  in 
the  Patio  will  be  a  national  exhibit  featuring  meats  and  meat  inspection. 
It  is  expected  to  provide  a  basis  for  both  radio  and  TV  shows.    The  kickoff 
of  the  program  will  come  sometime  in  June.    The  Post  Office  Department  will 
issue  a  commemorative  stamp. 

Five  New  Plant  Disease  Antibiotics 

This  week  Department  researchers  announced  five  new  antibiotics 
that  show  promise  as  weapons  against  plant  diseases.    They  represent  important 
new  additions  to  the  list  of  compounds  that  have  proved  effective  against 

fungus  diseases  of  plants  Better  chemical  miticides  also  seem  to 

offer  the  best  hope  in  fighting  spider  mites,  which  have  long  proved  a 
problem  for  greenhouse  rose  growers  and  are  now  becoming  a  problem  on  green- 
house chrysanthemums  and  carnations  and  on  strawberries  grown  outdoors.  The 
specialists  report  their  research  indicate  that  spider  mites  inherit  their 
ability  to  resist  the  effects  of  all  present-day  insecticides. 

Advisers  Recommend  More  Research 

USDA  Transportation  Research  Advisory  Committee  which  held  its 
annual  meeting  here  this  week  urged  economic  surveys  to  get  information 
needed  to  improve  the  transportation  of  farm  products,  studies  to  find  out 
the  temperatures  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  can  stand,  and  improvements  in 
shipping  containers.   .  .  .  The  Cotton  and  Cottonseed  Research  and  Marketing 
Advisory  Committee  rated  better  weed  control,  better  processing  methods,  and 
new  chemical  treatments  to  give  cotton  new  versatility  and  even  better  textile 
properties,  as  high  on  the  list  of  needed  research.    Committee  members  also 
suggested  more  practical  automatic  sampling  of  cotton  bales,  and  information 
on  the  fiber  content  of  manufactured  textile  products  and  on  exports. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  March  26-31 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  March  31,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Texas  Farm  Communities  in 
Action"  with  Dick  Hickerson,  radio  editor,  Texas  A  &  M. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  March  31,  12:00  to  12:30 
p.m.  EST.  "USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  Easter  Music  from 
Chicago. 

NBC  "Weekday"  -  Thurs.,  March  29,  10:35  a.m.  Layne  Beaty  in  Washington 
chats  with  Charlotte  Adams,  "Weekday"  Food  Editor,  in  New  York,  about  ham. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  March  31,  9:15  to  9:30am  EST, 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Need  for  Better 
Market  Facilities"  with  W.  C.  Crow,  AMS. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri..  March  30.  "Better  Forage  Stands" 
Combination  of  cartoons  and  still  photos  showing  importance  of  band  seeding  of 
forage  grasses  and  fertilizers  in  conserving  seed  and  boosting  forage  yields. 

Land  Judging,  Hogs,  and  Timber 

"TKR"  -  our  National  Timber  Resource  Review  is  now  in  the  movies. 
Forest  Service  has  specially  prepared  an  animated  film  to  show  the  chief  high- 
lights of  this  survey  of  U.S.  timber  resources.    See  my  separate  letter  to  TV 

Program  Directors  on  how  to  order  a  copy  Hope  you  got  your  print  of 

our  new  one -minute  television  short  about  pork  we  sent  ycu  under  date  of 
March  16   Extension  directors  of  the  north- central  states  have  auth- 

orized a  workshop  on  me at -type  hogs  to  be  held  April  23-2^-25  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  with  Ohio  State  U.  as  host.    It  is  aimed  at  giving  the  consumers  the 
leaner  kind  of  pork  they  want.  .  .  .  Jack  Stratton,  RFD  at  WKY  reminds  us 
that  May  3  and  k-  WKY  and  Oklahoma  Extension  Service  are  putting  on  the 
National  Land  Judging  Contest,  or  Contests,  at  Oklahoma  City.    Okla.  Ext. 
soil  conservationist  Ed  Roberts,  the  originator  of  land  judging,  has  made  a 
two  minute  20  second  tape  recording  giving  in  short  the  highlights  of  the 
5th  Annual  National  Land  Judging  Contest,.  2nd  International  Land,  Pasture 
and  Range  Judging  School,  and  2nd  National  Pasture  and  Range  Contest.     If  you 
would  like  a  copy  to  use  on  your  program,  just  drop  a  card  to  Harold  Dedrick, 

head,  agricultural  radio  and  television,  at  Oklahoma  A  2;  M  College  

The  U.S.  Saving  Bond  Division  of  the  Treasury  Department  has  chosen  RFD 

W.  A.  "Doc"  Ruhmann,  WBAP  and  WBAP-TV  as  Agricultural  Chairman  of  the  Savings 

Bond  Committee  for  Texas  Will  Peigelbeck,  formerly  RFD  on  W0R,  New 

York,  just  sent  us  a  garden  book  which  he  got  out,  while  there.    Now  he's 
back  at  6  Southfield  Rd. ,  Metuchen,  N.  J.  applying  his  own  gardening  prin- 
ciples, with  a  weather  eye  out,  of  course,  for  getting  back  into  the  RFD 
business  later  if  the  radishes  don't  grow  according  to  split- second  timing 
....  Ted  Hut chcr oft,  who  took  part  of  his  pre- service  training  in  this 
office,  reports  he's  now  in  the  Information  Department  of  the  Iowa  Farm  Bureau. 
He  has  worked  up  a  15-minute  weekly  tape  service  he  calls  "Voice  of  Agriculture 
It  is  currently  carried  by  31  Iowa  stations,  and  is  used  in  part  by  5  other 
stations. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 
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Twenty  years  from  now  you  may  discover  that  this  was  the  week  of  one 
of  the  greatest  agricultural  developments  of  all  time.    But  so  far  we  haven't 
found  out  about  it  for  you.    True,  we  can  report  our  researchers  have  come  up 
with  a  good  fungicide  to  prevent  downy-mildew  on  cantaloupes.    From  down 
Florida  way,  our  scientists  have  developed  two  new  chemical  products  of 
pine  gum.    Even  though  the  output  is  limited,  the  fact  that  they  are 
commercially  available  represents  a  major  advance  in  the  naval  stores  industry. 
And  here  we  have  1+0-Years  Study  on  growing  shelterbelts  in  the  Northern  Great 
Plains.    That  may  certainly  make  many  a  farmer  more  comfortable,  out  that  way. 
In  fact,  each  of  these  developments  has  a  lot  behind  it. 

Take,  for  example,  that  spray.    Each  summer,  airborne  spores  of  downy- 
mildew  fungus  move  north  from  Florida  and  the  Gulf  Coast  infecting  melons  and 
cucumbers  along  the  way.    That  is  where  our  Federal  and  State  plant-disease 
surveys  and  reports  come  in.  These  plant  pathologists  keep  track  of  this 
disease  front.    From  their  reports,  growers  can  judge  when  downy  mildew  is 
likely  to  reach  their  farms.    Combining  this  information  with  a  check  on 
weather  conditions  they  can  select  the  fungicide  mixture  and  the  spray 
program  that  will  best  protect  their  crops.    The  extensive  field  tests  out 
at  Beltsville  have  shown  a  copper- zineb  spray  most  effective. 

Other  Activities  This  Week 

Of  course,  there  is  a  little  matter  of  an  authorization  to  Indonesia 
to  buy  nearly  §ho  million  worth  of  U.S.  rice  under  P.L.  ^80.  .  .  The  Depart- 
ment reports  a  marked  improvement  in  hog  prices  in  this  country  and  a 
seasonal  downtrend  in  hog  marketings.    This  week  total  pork  purchases  of  pork 
and  lard  ran  near  four  million  pounds,  to  make  a  total  of  about  197  million 
pounds  since  the  program  started.    Heavy  deliveries  of  pork  and  lard  yet  to 
be  made  of  more  than  75  million  pounds  are  expected  to  continue  to  have  a 
beneficial  effect  on  markets  for  several  weeks.   .  .  .  AMS  Outlook  and  Situa- 
tion Board  reported  this  week  that  land  put  in  soybeans  will  rise  almost  11 
percent  this  year  over  last.    All  the  major  soybean  producing  areas  are 
increasing  their  soybean  acreage.    New  varieties  have  permitted  northward 
extension  of  soybeans.    Farmers  were  probably  encouraged  to  increase  planting 
by  the  sharp  rise  in  soybean  prices  since  November.    Of  course,  farmers  may 
change  their  plans.    Ability  to  plant  other  spring  crops  due  to  weather,  etc., 
may  affect  the  acreage  planted  to  soybeans. 


Feather- Cut  Restores  Poult  Balance 


Fatherless  Tom,  the  parthenogenetic  poult,  is  getting  on  his  feet  again. 
A  few  days  ago  this  two- weeks- old  little  peeper  lost  his  equilibrium.    But  the 
Beltsville  turkey  specialists  found  their  young  prodigy  was  just  growing 
feathers  too  fast  on  one  side.    The  barber  fixed  him  up,  and  now  the  breeders 
have  stronger  hopes  he  may  survive  to  adulthood  and  use  in  their  experiments 

on  turkey  heredity   In  the  meantime,  another  parthenogenetic  poult 

has  hatched,  and  is  still  alive  after  five  days.  ....  Speaking  of  turkeys, 
however,  AMS  reports  farm  production  was  down  last  year  compared  with  the  year 
before,  and  in  all  but  7  states.    California  again  led  in  production  of  turkeys 
with  10  million  birds.    That  state  and  Minnesota,  Virginia,  Iowa,  Texas,  and 
Ohio,  accounted  for  over  half  the  turkeys  produced  in  this  country  in  '  55« 
Growers  raised  almost  as  many  heavy  breed  turkeys,  which  make  up  three-fourths 
of  the  crop.    But  they  cut  production  of  the  light  breeds  about  12  percent. 

Minnehahas  Planned  for  NATRFD  Meet 

PvFD  Maynard  Speece,  WCCO,  advises  us  that  tentative  plans  for  our 
national  meeting  June  21,  22  and  23  in  Minneapolis,  are  coming  along  nicely. 
The  tp's  call  for  a  visit  to  University  Farm  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day 
to  get  a  digest  of  the  hog  feeding  experimental  work  from  Dr.  Lester  Hansen 
and  the  breeding  work  from  Dr.  Lawrence  Winters,  the  father  of  the  Minnesota 
Nos.  1,  2  and  3  hogs,  and  some  information  on  Dr.  W.  E.  Petersen's  protective 
milk  research.    Other  items  on  the  agenda  include  a  visit  to  Minneapolis 
Honeywell,  which  claims  first  position  in  the  world  today  in  the  field  of 
regulators;  Minnesota  Mining  and  Manufacturing;  and  a  wind-up  Saturday  with 
a  boat  trip  on  Lake  Minnetonka  for  the  entire  group.    Maynard' s  'advice'  is: 
"Don't  miss  this  visit  to  the  land  of  10,000  Lakes." 

10th  Birthday  of  Broadcasting  Scholarship 

Busy  Bob  Simmons,  RFD  WMT,  Cedar  Rapids,  has  just  sent  us  a  handsome 
brochure  celebrating  the  10th  anniversary  of  the  Farm  Broadcasting  Scholarship 
of  WMT  and  Iowa  State  College.    Bob  reports  that  since  January  1,  he  and  his 
boss-man  Nance  have  whipped  up  better  than  50  recordings  out  in  the  field. 
Also  they  have  just  completed  what  they  think  was  the  first  live  television 
hog- judging  contest  in  captivity.    On  each  of  three  editions  of  their  "TV 
Almanac"  Saturdays  12:00  to  12:30  they  had  a  class  of  four  hogs,  judged  by  kOO 
viewers,  with  worthwhile  feed  and  animal  prizes  for  the  winners.    They  are  now 
making  plans  for  the  state  corn-picking  contest,  which  WMT  sponsors  each  fall. 

Neighbors'  Farm  Market  Activities 

Our  FAS  people  report  that  in  all  probability  more  work  has  been  done 
in  Chile  to  improve  pastures  than  in  any  other  Latin  American  country.  Chile 
now  permits  small  imports  of  field  seed,  but  the  specialists  say,  imports 
will  probably  never  be  large,  because  Chile  has  a  considerable  number  of 

native  grasses  and  legumes  that  yield  well  and  that  livestock  like  

A  dairy  company  in  Venezuela  is  trying  to  increase  the  use  of  fluid  milk  near 
Caracas  by  selling  pasteurized  milk  in  waxed  pyramid- shaped    half -pint  cartons 

  Experts  expect  Mexico' s  1956  cotton  acreage  to  drop  about  12  percent, 

but  think  yields  per  acre  may  increase. 
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County  Group  Visualizes  Farm  Problem 

At  the  request  of  Secretary  Benson,  a  team  of  four  Franklin  County, 
Iowa,  Extension  folks  presented  the  farm  problem  to  the  National  Agricultural 
Advisory  Commission  meeting  here  this  week.    Reflecting  the  technique  used  by 
Drs.  Bohlen  and  Beal  of  Iowa  State  College  to  show  how  people  adopt  new  ideas, 
the  Franklin  County  crew  built  up  their  discussion  in  visual  form  on  a  flannel 
board.    It  just  goes  to  demonstrate  that  TV  ideas  go  bouncing  along  even  after 
you  shut  off  the  set.    Extension  has  long  used  flannel  boards,  but  more  so  now. 

Insect  Survey  Starts  New  Season 

This  year  the  Federal-State  Cooperative  Insect  Pest  Survey  is  start- 
ing with  a  few  more  States  represented  by  special  field  men.    This  work  began 
in  '53  with  one  field  man.    Last  spring  the  number  of  state  field  men  was  18 
and  before  the  season  was  over  2k  states  were  cooperating  in  this  more  active 
part  of  the  Survey,  Georgia  and  Idaho  coming  in  last  fall.    Michigan  and 
Washington  State  are  joining  this  spring.    Grasshoppers  are  potentially  a 
big  threat  this  year.    And  the  gypsy  moth  spread  requires  a  much  expanded 
campaign,  especially  in  New  York  and  Massachusetts.    Also  the  light-trap 
program  in  the  southeast  to  collect  migratory  insects  and  provide  information 
for  control  in  the  south  and  advance  notice  as  they  move  north. 

Better  Phones  to  More  Farmers 

Effective  April  l6  REA  is  increasing  the  number  of  its  geographical 
divisions  for  handling  the  telephone  program  from  five  to  eight.    Admn.  Ancher 
Nelsen  says  the  aim  is  to  better  handle  the  growing  workload.    He  reports  the 
telephone  program,  now  six  and  one-half  years  old,  has  about  k30  independent 
companies,  co-ops,  and  mutual  associations,  which  have  made  loans  to  bring 
new  or  better  telephone  service  to  about  630,000  rural  subscribers.  New 
borrowers  are  being  added  at  the  rate  of  more  than  100  a  year,  and  loans  are 
being  made  at  the  record  level  of  about  $80  million  a  year. 

Step- up  In  Rural  Development 

RDP  Joe  Doherty  tells  us  that  in  recent  weeks  the  U.  S.  Departments  of 
Agriculture,  Health-Education-Welfare,  and  Commerce  have  stepped  up  coordina- 
tion of  the  Federal  governments  part  in  the  Rural  Development  Program.  They 
aim  to  make  sure  their  regional  offices  and  State  agencies  are  kept  informed 
about  program  operations  going  forward  under  State  agricultural  leadership. 
Joe  says  the  Agricultural  Division  of  Census  will  furnish  a  special  tabula- 
tion on  agriculture  and  population  by  township  to  leaders  in  pilot  counties 
who  request  it.    That  information  should  help  in  planning  and  checking  on 
programs . 

New  Wheats  to  Stem  Rust 

This  spring  120,000  bushels  of  four  new  Duram  wheat  varieties  resistant 
to  the  15-B  and  other  races  of  stem  rust  will  be  released  to  growers.  These 
four  are  not  the  final  answer  but  should  serve  as  a  stop-gap  while  the  breed- 
ers are  developing  still  better  all-around  varieties.    When  this  rust  race 
struck  in  1950,  the  scientists  set  up  cooperative  nurseries  in  several  Latin 
American  countries  to  locate  and  develop  resistant  varieties.    Use  of  green- 
houses, winter  seed  production  in  California  and  Arizona  and  other  devices 
enabled  them  to  speed  up  increase  of  seed,  in  one  of  the  most  striking  examples 
of  cooperative  progress  on  record. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  April  2-7 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  April  7>  12:00  to  12:30  p.m. 
EST.    "USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:      New  Trends  in  Farm 
Home  Furnishings. 

NBC  "Weekday"  Thurs.  April  5,  10:35  a.m.  Layne  Beaty  in  Washington 
chats  with  Charlotte  Adams ,  "Weekday"  Food  Editor  in  New  York,  about  selection 
and  care  of  home  freezers. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  April  7>9:15  to  9:30am  EST. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  April  7;  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.  Features:  "international  Farming"  with 
Knowlton  Nash. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.  Features:  "Our  Farm  Ex- 
ports under  PL  ^80"  with  Dick  Roberts  of  FAS. 

USDA  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  April  6.  "Stopping  the  Dust  Devils" 
describes  with  cartoons  and  photos  the  new  programs  to  stop  loss  of  soil  and 
water  in  the  bread  basket  of  America. 

From  Fellow  Laborers  in  the  Vineyard 

E.  B.  Swindlehurst ,  supervisor  of  the  radio  and  information  branch  of 
the  Alberta,  Canada,  Department  of  Agriculture ,  reports  his  Branch  is  respons- 
ible for  a  10  minute  daily  farm  broadcast  over  seven  Alberta  stations,  and 
also  prepares  two  weekly  news  releases  "Farm  Notes"  and  "Science  and  the  Land" 
.  .  .  .  .  Ohio  Ext. 's  Jim  Chapman  tells  that  Friday  evenings  from  7  to  7-30 
their  "Our  Friends  and  Neighbors''  program  on  WOSU-TV  they  feature  Extension, 
Ohio  Dept.  of  Agriculture,  USDA,  farm  organizations,  and  other  similar  agencies. 
They  also  have  a  five-a-week  evening  strip  called  "Agribus"  which  includes 

every  field  of  farm  interest  and  the  neighbors  too  Elton  Tait  of 

Penn.  State  U.  reports  Extension  doing  a  semi-weekly  program  on  WFBG-TV 
Altoona,  and  their  folks  at  Lancaster  are  back  on  WGAL-TV  on  an  occasional 
basis.  .  .  .  Radio  Ed.  Ken  Thomas  of  Kansas  State,  Manhattan,  reports  they 
are  looking  for  a  man  to  handle  their  agricultural  programming  -  editing  daily 
script  service,  producing  weekly  program  for  their  tape  network,  and  to  plan 
and  announce  their  daily  farm  hour  on  KSAC.    Salary  $5^000  to  $6,000.  Dev 
Nelson,  who  did  the  job  before,  has  accepted  a  commercial  job  doing  sports- 
casting.    At  KSAC  he  also  handled  their  20  stations  sports  network.  However, 
if  the  applicant  they  hire  doesn't  have  the  sports  experience,  they  can  make 
other  arrangements  on  the  sports, 

Coming  Up.' 

No,  Charles  Adams  didn't  suggest  that  "kill  insects"  theme  for  World 
Health  Organization's  birthday  celebration  next  Saturday,  April  7»  Remember, 

it  is  either  the  insects  or  us  Remember,  too,  that  the  April  number 

of  "Marketing  Activities"  is  out  next  Wednesday,  April  k.    In  it,  AMS  will 
tell  about  the  differences  getting  wider  between  what  the  farmer  gets  for  his 
livestock  and  what  the  consumer  pays.    Also  that  the  girls  can  and  do  still 
bake  cherry  pies  in  Dallas,  Detroit,  and  K.C. 


Sincerely, 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


